














Art using Hands, Feet and Fingers
Gr PK & K, 1



Kandinsky
Gr K, 1st
Here is a color mixing lesson inspired by Russian artist, Wassily Kan-
dinsky. Kandinsky was an accomplished musician as well as an art-
ist, so it’s fun to play music while the students are working. You can 
do variations of this lesson for just about any grade level. Do this for Kindergarten and 1st 
grade.... perfect for allowing students to experiment and just have fun with mixing colors, tints, 

and shades.

Materials:

    * 8.5”x11” Paper
    * Tempera paint: red, yellow, turquoise, 
white, black
    * Water and containers
    * Brushes
    * Paper plates for palettes
    * Paper towels

Directions:
1. Fold your paper in half, then in half again 
so that you have 4 rectangles.
2. Turn on some music to simulate how 
Kandinsky would listen to music while he 
painted.
3. Start by painting the perimeter of a sec-
tion, rounding the inside corners and leaving 
a white (unpainted) circle inside. Your goal 
with this project is to mix as many different 
colors as possible, so keep that in mind as 
you work.
4. Now, paint four or fi ve circular lines (it’s 
okay if they’re not perfect circles!) inside that 
section.
5. Keep mixing new colors, trying not to use 
the same color in more than one spot. Use 
all fi ve of your paint colors to mix secondary 
and intermediate colors, tints, and shades. 

(Try to rinse your brush only when necessary - you don’t have to rinse it with every color 
change. After rinsing, dab your brush on a paper towel to remove any excess water.)
6. Continue painting one section at a time in this same way. Keep painting circles until there is 
no white paper left showing!    
Copied with permission from www.teachkidsart.net



How to Draw a Dragonfl y
Gr K, 1, 2

Today I demonstrated the basics of drawing a dragonfl y to a room full 
of kinder and 1st graders, and they added so much 6 and 7-year old 

charm (hearts, fl owers, hairbows, etc.) that I 
could hardly stand it!

1. Students draw a circle head, wide oval, 
smaller oval and tail, all across the middle 
of the paper.

2. Three wing lines are drawn going up from 
the widest oval.

3. Each line is continued and turned into a 
wing.

4. Two lines are drawn up in the middle of 
each wing.

5. Small angled lines are added. The face is completed, along with the feet. The draw-
ing is traced with a black Sharpie and colored in with crayons.

6. Depending on age, have student or adult write his/her name or family name 1/2” 
away from paper edge with black Sharpie. 

A special thanks to Yuna, a talented 1st-grader, who let me share her drawing with you.

Copied with permission from www.artprojectsforkids.org



Butterfl y Symmetry
Gr K, 1st
Although our focus is on learning about Monarchs, I like to give Kinders the 
freedom to create either a Monarch or a colorful butterfl y of their own design 
(most choose the latter). I put up lots of visual references for inspiration, point-

ing out the symmetry of 
both color and shape in 
each butterfl y.
1. First, fold 8.5”x11” paper in half and place it 
with the fold on the right. (If you’re teaching a 
large group, it helps to be consistent with your 
own demo and sample, and the orientation of the 
paper the students have in front of them.... so 
choose which side the fold will be on and keep it 
consistent!) Explain that you will be drawing half 
of a butterfl y on the fold, in order to make it “sym-
metrical”, or “the same on both sides”.
2. With a black oil pastel, make a small half circle, 
about half way down on the fold. This will be the 
butterfl y’s head. Be sure to press hard to make it 
nice and dark.
3. Next, draw 

half of the body below head.
4. Now add the wings by drawing a diagonal line from where the 
head meets the body, up to the corner, then a vertical line most of 
the way down the side and a horizontal line straight back across to 
the body. Add a curved line from any point on your horizontal line 
down to the lower corner and curving back up to the body. (This may 
sound like a lot for K’s, but if you explain it as they watch you do it, it 
will make sense to them!)
5. Then add a design with just a few simple shapes on the wings. 
Don’t forget to add an antenna!
6. Next, open up your paper and fold it back over on top of your 
drawing and rub really hard with your hand or the back of a spoon. 
Your design will magically appear on the other side!
7. Your transferred design will be very faint, so now go back over it 
with your oil pastel , pressing hard to make your lines dark.
8. Finally, paint your butterfl y with watercolors. Decide if your butterfl y will be in the grass or the sky 
and make sure you use colors that will make your butterfl y stand out from its background! Remem-
ber to keep your colors symmetrical from wing to wing and use enough water so that your colors look 
transparent
The most challenging part of this lesson is getting students to draw on the fold. I’ve even tried tap-
ing the paper down so they can’t turn it! (If they draw on the loose edge instead of the fold, they will 
end up with two halves of a butterfl y instead of one whole one!) I’ve also tried having the paper open 
when they draw their half butterfl y, but most of them got so excited about their drawing that they kept 
going and drew both sides - which then made it not symmetrical!  
Copied with permission from www.teachkidsart.net   View more samples at . . .
http://teachkidsart.blogspot.com/2009/11/butterfl y-season.html



Paper Collage
Gr K, 1st

House
1. Give the students a choice of 3” x 
4” pieces of colored paper to use as 
their main home color. Glue them down in the center of a 
background 8.5” x 11” paper.

2. Offer a variety of colored paper that they can cut into de-
tails of their house. These may be windows, then window 
panes, doors and knobs, landscaping and clouds. The more 
detail, the better!

3. Depending on age, have student or adult write his/her 
name or family name 1/2” away from paper edge with black 
Sharpie. 

Heart and Animal
Have students tear out lots of pieces of their chosen color, 
and glue them down on a white paper with glue sticks. The 
best results come when their are no straight lines left on the 
shapes. It’s probably easiest if they start “building” the main 
body of the image fi rst. For the duck, add the head and legs 
at the end. Only when the animal is complete may a marker 
be used to add an eye.

Depending on age, have student or adult write his/her name 
or family name 1/2” away from paper edge with black Sharp-

ie. 

Copied with permission from www.artprojectsforkids.org 
and www.craftycrow.com



Paper Collage
Gr K, 1st

Step One: Cutting out the 
Sailboat - Begin with cutting 
out the sailboat in patterned 
paper (scrapbook paper). Show children how to take 
a rectangle and then cut away the ends to make a 
trapezoid. This becomes the hull of the boat.

Next, demonstrate how to cut two sails with one big-
ger than the other. If the kids cut their sails too small, 
encourage them to keep them. They just started 
another boat!
Encourage the kids to make at least one large sail-
boat but two are fi ne. If one is smaller; even better. 
This gives you the opportunity to demonstrate per-

spective (large sailboat close to the bottom of the page, small 
sailboat towards the top).

Step Two: Painting the Sunset and Ocean

Time to get out the paint palettes and brushes. Use reddish 
orange and yellow plus blue, green and purple tempera paint. 
Start with the yellow paint and brush a line across the middle 
of the paper. This becomes the horizon line. Mixing a bit of 
yellow paint with the red, blend the colors directly onto the 
paper. Encourage long, sweeping strokes.

Step Three: Apply blue paint mixed with either green or 
purple to the paper. It’s important to paint the ocean last so 
it’ll still be wet when the kids add texture.
Use a craft scraper to create the waves but plastic forks 
work equally as well. Make sure not to wait too long before 
scraping the paint and just as important, try to encourage 
the kids not to dump on the paint! Or you’ll have a real 
mess!

Step Four: Depending on age, have student or adult write 
his/her name or family name 1/2” away from paper edge 
with black Sharpie. 

Copied with permission from www.deepspacesparkle.com



Watercolor Resist Snowman
Gr K, 1
This is great kinder art + book match! “The Biggest, Best Snowman” 
by Margery Cuyler not only tells a great story about friends, it involves 
the actual creation of a snowman. This is helpful to little ones that may 
have yet to build one of their own.

1. Each student begins with an 8.5”x11” sheet of 
paper and pencil. A roll of masking tape works 
well to trace (the inside) to establish the bottom 
circle. The middle and top circle can be drawn 
freehand by the students. The arms, face, hat, 
scarf and ground line should then be added.

2. After fi nishing the snowman in pencil, trace 
with a dark crayon. Any small shapes like the 
hat and scarf should then be colored in with 
crayon.

3. Using a white crayon, have students draw 
lots of snowfl akes around their snowman, either 
as crisscross stars or small circles. Whichever 
shape they choose, they just needed to use lots 

of pressure to make sure thick 
white lines are created.

4. Allow students to fi ll in the back-
ground with medium toned blue 
watercolor.

5. Depending on age, have stu-
dent or adult write his/her name or 
family name 1/2” away from paper 
edge with black Sharpie. 

Copied with permission from www.
artprojectsforkids.org



ROY G BIV
Gr PK, K, 1st

What a fun way to teach
the color wheel!

Copied with permission from www.paintedpa-
perintheartroom.blogspot.com



Glue and Pastel Landscape
Gr 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

Art Stix from Prismacolor work well for this project, but any chalk pas-
tel would work too. However, if your kids are squeemish about chalk 

texture, try these new 
Stix as they have none of that quality but all 
of the color. 

1. Give each student a piece of black con-
struction paper sized 8.5” x 11”. Have them 
draw, in pencil, a very simple landscape 
with hills, water, sun and possibly moun-
tains.

2. When the drawing is complete, they 
are to trace all the lines with white glue 
squeezed from a bottle. Don’t worry about 
wobbles, they end up looking nice and 
‘hand made’ Just try to not make huge 
puddles. Let the glue dry at least a day.

3. With either the chalk pastels or Art Stix, 
instruct the students to use at least two 
colors in each section of the picture. For 
example, dark and light blue for the water, 
dark and light green for the grass, etc. This 
will give the artwork some shading and 
depth and add a lot more interest to their 
work.

4. Have student write his/her name 1/2” 
away from paper edge with black Sharpie.

Copied with permission from www.artprojectsforkids.org



Glue Resist
Gr 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

This is a really easy technique that gives a stained glass effect using 
paper, tempera or watercolor and glue. 

Materials Required:
* white school glue
* black acrylic paint
* 8.5” x 11” cardstock paper
* watercolor or cake tempera paint
* paintbrush
* masking tape

1. Mix white school glue with black acrylic 
paint until it looks look milky dark grey. 
Don’t worry, it will dry black. Because the 
glue itself will dry clear the color you add 
stands out very nicely. Mix it right in the 
glue bottle using a chopstick to stir it up.

2. Draw out your design in pencil.

3. Trace over your design with the black 
glue. If you get some on the tape you can 
wipe it away before it dries. 

4. Let your design dry. Make sure to leave it 
on a fl at surface.

5. Paint your design. The nice thing about 
the glue is it keeps the paint from running 
into other sections .

4. Have student write his/her name 1/2” away from paper edge with black Sharpie.

Copied with permission from www.craftycrow.com



Clown Fish
Gr 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

Black Sharpies really work great for tracing when it comes to painting 
with young students. They just have a little trouble sometimes, tracing 

heavily enough with crayons to cover the 
pencil lines.

1. Starting with an 8.5” x 11” sheet of paper 
(watercolor paper works best) and pen-
cil, students draw a wide oval centered in 
the middle. Six vertical lines are drawn as 
shown, which will become the three white 
stripes on the fi sh.

2. A tail is added and two sets of fi ns be-
tween the strips are drawn. 

3. The remaining details are added to the 
fi sh – the face and side fi n.

4. Lots of tube-like sea plants may be drawn below, along with baby fi sh, of course as 
this student did.

5. The fi sh is traced with a black Sharpie and then painted with watercolors. My class 
used Dick Blick Liquid Watercolors and the bright colors really made them all turn out 
wonderfully.

Copied with permission from www.artprojectsforkids.org



Eric Carle Butterfl ies
Gr 1, 2, 3, 4

Just about any Eric Carle book 
can make a good visual aid to 
this project.
Materials:
    * White construction paper, at least 3 sheets per 
       student
    * 8.5” x 11” white cardstock paper, 1 sheet per 
      student (for adhering butterfl y)
    * tempera paint - red, yellow, and turquoise
    * paper plates
    * foam brushes, 1 1/2” wide
    * water and water containers
    * To create texture, use old gift cards, credit cards 
       with notches cut on one edge. OR  
       use combs, brushes or forks
    * scissors
    * “YES! Paste” or Avery permanent glue sticks

Directions:
1. Use primary colors (red, yellow and turquoise) 
to mix large pools of bright colors on paper plates. 
(Mixed colors are always more interesting than col-
ors straight out of the bottle!)
2. Paint each of your construction papers with a dif-
ferent color.
3. Before the paint has a chance to dry, drag a 

notched card across it a few times to create texture.
4. Set papers aside to dry (about 1 1/2 hours should do it).
5. When papers are fully dry, fold one in half and cut on the fold to create the upper wings, 
fold another in half and cut on the fold to create the lower wings, and fold the last one in 
half to create the body of your butterfl y. Use scraps of other colors (from someone sitting 
near you) to make the antennae and any spots for the wings.
6. Place your butterfl y “parts” onto the 12x12 white paper. Make sure your butterfl y is sym-
metrical!
7. Glue down the largest shapes (wings) fi rst, then the body on top of the wings, and fi nal-
ly the antennae and any spots. (Make sure you apply your glue to the smaller paper and 
then stick the smaller paper to the larger paper.)
8. Have student write his/her name 1/2” away from paper edge with black Sharpie.

Copied with permission from www.teachkidsart.net



How to Draw a House
Gr 1, 2, 3

1. Begin with 8.5”x11” paper. Have students follow directions as you 
write on the board: Draw a ground (horizon) line fi rst, and then the 
house shape on top. If this shape is diffi cult, they could instead draw a box with a triangle on 
top. Two equal horizontal lines should be  added to the top of the roof as shown, with the bot-
tom one extending out a bit further than the top. Lastly, connect the ends from the top of the 
roof down to the ground.

2. With the house shape complete, the students could design the rest of their building, added 
windows and doors and chimneys as desired. If space around the house was available, they 
could add trees, clouds and more, whatever they could think up. When their drawing was 
complete, they traced everything with black Sharpie markers.

3. Color everything in, no blank sky or ground.

tOptional: add a texture element by slipping a small piece of window screen underneath all or 
part of the image while coloring.

Copied with permission from www.artprojectsforkids.org



Pastel Iris
Gr 3, 4, 5, 6

An on-going dilemma is how to 
help students draw new shapes, 
without giving them too much 
help. A solution is to give them partial templates, 
so that they all have a good starting place to build 
upon. With these Monet-inspired Irises, the students 
are given just the center lower leaf as a template, 
and they follow instructions to draw the rest of the 
fl ower.

1. The students use an 8.5”x11” piece of paper, and 
a cardboard template for the lower Iris leaf, which 
looked a lot like an upside-down duck foot. Have 

students trace the petal in the center of their paper. 

2. Next, two more curved leaves were drawn to the right and 
left of that petal. 

3. Lastly, a center leaf is indicated with just one wavy line on 
top, and some small stamens were added in the center. After 
the fl ower was done, more were added to the right and left 
as space allowed.

4. When the drawings were complete, they were traced with 
a black Sharpie marker so as not to bleed into the pastels 
over time.

5. After the drawings were complete, students were allowed to use blue or purple oil pas-
tels to color their fl owers, along with orange or yellow stamens. White pastel etched over 
the petals added a smudgy, Impressionist look to their art.

6. Have student write his/her name 1/2” away from paper edge with black Sharpie.

Copied with permission from www.artrpojectsforkids.org



O’Keeffe Flowers
Gr 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

1. Introduce Georgia O’Keeffe’s fl ower images and discuss the colors 
in each image. Demonstrate how petals go off of the page or just to 
the edge. Also discussed how the petals have dark areas along the 

edge and at the bottom.

3. Have the students practice using the oil 
pastels. Look for colors that are analogous 
(such as yellow and orange or blue and 
purple) and practiced blending.

4. Have the students choose their best 
fl ower to re create on 8.5” x 11” cardstock 
paper. Remind children that the fl owers 
should be very large and take up the entire 
page.  O’Keeffe’s petals extended beyond 
the page.

5. After lightly sketching their fl owers, have 
the students outline with a black oil pastel. 
Then use oil pastels to color them in. Re-
mind students to blend the colors. 

6. For background areas, use water col-
ors or oil pastels to fi ll in - leaving no white 
space.

7. Have children outlined the petals with a 
black oil pastel once more.

Copied with permission from www.artproj-
ectsforkids.org



Monet Water Lillies
Gr 1, 2, 3, 4

Claude Monet (1840-1926) painted directly from nature and revealed 
that even on the gloomiest of days, an infi nite number of colors can 
and do exist. To capture these fl eeting hues, Monet created a new 

painting technique using short brush-
strokes fi lled with individual color. The 
result was a canvas alive with painterly ac-
tivity, the opposite of the smooth blended 
surfaces of the past. 

1. Presort oil pastels so that students 
have only yellow, peach, pink, light green 
and white available to choose from. As 
a follow-along drawing, ask them to fi rst 
color one large yellow lily (which is much 
the shape of a tulip) and then one medium 
and several small on a large piece of wa-
tercolor paper.  Peach pastel was added 
on top of each, as a kind of shadow, and 
then pink for a center. Light green ovals 
were drawn around the bottom of each lily. 
Lastly, lots of squiggly lines were added 
with the white pastel to look like waves.

2. Give the students blue watercolor (not too light), and ask them to paint over everything 
except the fl owers. While the paint is still wet, they may add a bit of green watercolor in 
any areas they liked.

3. Have student write his/her name 1/2” away from paper edge with black Sharpie.

Copied with permission from www.artprojectsforkids.org



Winter Cardinal
Gr 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

1. Make cardboard wing templates for students to trace to keep the 
scale of the bird from starting out too small. The rest of the drawing 
was done with step-by-step instructions on the board (fi nd below). 
     a. Describe the bird’s wing as needing to be tilted a bit
     b. A “shark fi n” was added on top, and a belly below. 
     c. The black face looks a bit like half of a butterfl y. The beak extends directly to the 
         right of the face.
     d. A tail is added below, along with feet. 
     e. The branch is behind the feet so it’s lines jump over the feet and tail.

2. After the drawing is done, it needs to be traced with a black Sharpie marker.

3. Lastly, all except the snow is colored in with oil pastels.

3. Have student write his/her name 1/2” away from paper edge with black Sharpie.

Copied with permission from www.artprojectsforkids.org



“Stained Glass” Holiday Candle
Gr 2, 3, 4, 5, 6
 I’ve found that a candle theme works well for the holidays as so many 
religions celebrate with them. This is simply drawing candles and then 
breaking up the background for a faux stained glass look.

1. The students drew one candle in the middle of their 8” x 11” white paper, and then one on 
either side. The fl ame was circled for the “glow” and then the background was divided into 
sections using many different diagonal lines that extended across the paper.

2. Students used a thick black Sharpie to trace all their 
pencil lines.

3. The candles were colored as desired with oil pas-
tels. The fl ame needed to colored a “hot” color, and the 
ring around them yellow, but the other shapes could be 
whatever they wanted.

4. Have student write his/her name 1/2” away from pa-
per edge with black Sharpie.

Stained Glass Variations

Copied with permission from www.artprojectsforkids.org



Thick and Thin Trees
Gr 2, 3, 4, 5, 6
1. Give each student an 8.5” x 11” paper - watercolor paper works 
best. Have student draw a yellow sun near the top of the paper with a 
yellow crayon. Press hard to make the sun really show up.

2. Using dissolved Crayola tablets, have students cover the page with wide bands of color, 
slightly overlapping to get a little bleed.

3. This step is important as it helps to keep 
the tree lines clean and without any fuzzy 
edges. Give each student a paper towel and 
place it over the entire painting and press 
to soak up any wet spots. Repeated this for 
about a minute to get them as dry as pos-
sible.

4. Dissolve black watercolor tablets in just 
enough water to make black paint the consis-
tency of heavy cream. Then give each stu-
dent a small cup, along with a medium size 
watercolor brush. Show them how to paint 
gently to get a smooth horizon line and a 
natural taper to the parts of their trees. 

5. Have student write his/her name 1/2” away from paper edge with black Sharpie.

Copied with permission from www.artprojectsforkids.org



Van Gogh Sunfl owers
Gr 4, 5, 6
Vincent Van Gogh is probably most famous for sunfl ower paintings. 

This project shows how pictures can 
become more interesting when some 
shapes “break” the frame and actually appear to go off the 
paper.

1. After viewing Van Gogh’s sunfl ower print from 1888, give 
the students 8.5” x 11” paper and an old CD to use as a tem-
plate. They are to trace the CD just once somewhere on the 
paper – left, top, or right side, extended a bit off the page.

2. Students may add their own radiating fl ower petals, stems 
and leaves. They should give some consideration to making 
their artwork look balanced. For instance, if one large fl ower 
is on the right, then a couple of smaller ones should be 
added to the left to create a visual balance.

3. When the pencil drawing is complete, all lines are traced 
with a gray oil pastel (I used the Portfolio® brand). The fl ow-
ers and sky are colored in. Heavy coloring will imitate the 
dense look of Van Gogh’s paintings.

4. Have student write his/her name 1/2” away from paper 
edge with black Sharpie.

Copied with permission from www.artprojectsforkids.org



Sunset Silhouettes
Gr 3, 4, 5, 6

 1. Using red, yellow and blue watercol-
ors, allow students to mix shades and 
brush onto 8.5” x 11” cardstock paper. 
Set wet paper aside or put on drying 
rack. Now for the fun part. 

2. Using a soft-leaded pencil to draw 
a simple scene (no details) onto black 
paper. 

3. Cut out scene and glue to back-
ground. 

4. Have student write his/her name 1/2” 
away from paper edge with black Sharpie.

Copied with permission from www.deepspacesparkle.com



Pointillism Fish
Gr 3, 4, 5, 6

Materials:
    * 8.5”x11” cardstock paper
    * Black chisel tip marker
    * Watercolors & brush 
    * Q-tips (at least 7 per student)
    * Containers for water
    * Photos or line drawings of various types of fi sh
      for visual reference
    * Examples of the paintings of artist Georges Seurat 
(You can fi nd these in many art books as well as on-
line.)

Directions:
1. Explain what “Pointillism” is and talk about the work 
of Georges Seurat. Show examples of his paintings. 
Provide several visual references of interesting fi sh 
shapes for students to draw.
2. Lightly sketch the outline of a fi sh, fi lling most of your 
paper. Include shapes within the fi sh to paint with dif-
ferent colors. Add a few other elements to illustrate the 
fi sh’s habitat, such as kelp, rocks, shells, etc. Keep in 
mind that your shapes need to be large enough to be 
painted with a Q-tip!
3. Trace over your pencil lines with a black, chisel tip 
marker to create a bold “coloring book” style drawing.
4. Add a drop of water to each of the colors in your 

paint set to moisten them (you will not be using the black).
5. Dip each of your 7 Q-tips in water and lay them along the lid of your paint set, each one 
resting in it’s own color (see photo at left).
6. Now fi ll in each section of your drawing with dots of color by dipping your Q-tip in the paint 
and then pressing it onto your paper. Cover each area with a “light sprinkling” of dots at fi rst. 
Then go back and fi ll in with more dots as needed. You can “mix” colors by combining dots 
of different colors within the same section. Try to let the fi rst color dry before adding the next 
color, to keep your Q-tips clean!
8. Have student write his/her name 1/2” away from paper edge with black Sharpie

Encourage students to take their time and work carefully, placing one dot of color on their 
paper at a time. You don’t have to dip the Q-tip in the paint for every dot. Making several “dots 
per dip” will yield a lighter, more transparent color. This project usually takes one session for 
drawing and one session for painting.   Copied with permission from www.teachkidsart.net



Echo Line Flowers
Gr 3, 4, 5, 6

This is a great lesson for teach-
ing about warm and cool col-
ors, patterns, and artists who 
painted fl owers, like Georgia O’Keeffe and Vincent 
Van Gogh.

1. Have some visual references on hand that show a 
variety of fl ower shapes.

2. On 8.5” x 11” cardstock paper paper, draw a fl ower. 
Don’t draw too close to the edge of your paper so 
you’ll have room for your echo lines.

3. Next, draw lines that “echo” the shape of your 
fl ower. Make these lines about a “pencil width” apart. 
For younger students, I have them use their fi nger to 
measure the space between lines.

4. Trace over your pencil lines with a black “fi ne point” 
Sharpie.

5. Erase any pencil lines that are still showing. I like to 
use the long edge of a Magic Rub eraser to quickly go 
over the whole paper.

6. Finally, use markers to color an alternating pattern of either warm or cool colors. Remind 
students to color all one direction and fi ll in all the white spaces!  

8. Have student write his/her name 1/2” away from paper edge with black Sharpie.

Copied with permission from www.teachkidsart.net



Pumpkins
Gr 3, 4, 5, 6

Students can learn how to make circles look like spheres when they 
practice drawing pumpkins. I’ve broken my drawing into steps, and 
am happy to tip everyone in on a great new coloring product, Cray-

ola Twistables Slick Stix. I’m not getting 
any endorsement, I just happened to fi nd 
these at Michael’s and love the way they 
look and act like oil pastels, but without all 
the mess.

1. My pumpkins were drawn as shown in 
my diagrams, fi rst with a large, medium 
and small overlapping circle, and then fol-
lowing the steps shown above.

2. When the pencil drawing was complete, 
I traced all the lines with a black Sharpie 
marker.

3. I used the Crayola Slick Stix to color in 
my picture. They have an amazing color 
and only leave a smooth clean fi nish when 
complete.

3. Have student write his/her name 1/2” away from paper edge with black Sharpie.

Notes This project uses shading (value) to transform a two-dimensional shape into what 
appears to be a three-dimensional form (e.g., circle to sphere). This project uses lines to 
transform the circle, which I feel is also very valuable to learn.

Copied with permission from www.artprojectsforkids.org



Fall Trees
Gr 3, 4, 5, 6

I found this project on Artsonia.com, and I love how it makes students 
think of trees as a series of branches, and not just a fl uffy shape that 
sits on a stick (not a bad place to start, but can be left behind at some 

point).

1. Ask the students to draw a large “Y” on 
their paper.

2. Show them how to add smaller “Y”s on 
each side, alternating as they go up each 
branch. To make the “Y”s the most realis-
tic, they should be directed toward the sky 
somewhat, and not at 90 degree angles.

3. When the lines are complete, they need 
to be thickened. The fattest part of the 
trunk should be at the bottom, and all the 
lines should gradually get thinner until they 
end in points at the top.

4. Lots of fall colors can be colored around 
the branches. I used my favorite Portfolio 
oil pastels here.

5. The background may be added, with grass and shadow and sun and clouds.

6. Have student write his/her name 1/2” away from paper edge with black Sharpie.

Copied with permission from www.artprojectsforkids.org



Snowmen
Gr 1,2, 3, 4, 5, 6
The whole point of this lesson is to have the children think about what 

the snowman would look like close-up. Most 
want to draw the three circles and get on with 
it. But I try to keep their interest by showing 
them what part of the paper to focus on.
1.Use an 8.5”x11” cardstock piece of paper
2. Use an old CD to trace the bottom circle, purposely placing it 
so that it will go off the page on one side. Trace the smaller head 
circle by centering a smaller cup above the CD circle. Draw in 
the face, hat, scarf, arms and buttons. Then add horizon line in 
the background.
3. Trace the all the pencil lines with a black oil pastel, pressing 
hard so that the lines are easily visible. Fill in all shapes with 
pastels. Lastly, Add some and snow on top of the sky.
4. For the background, you may choose to color it in with pastels 
OR use a watercolor wash ending with dipped Q tips into white 
paint for added snow effect.
5. After paint is dry, outline with black oil pastel again.
6. Have student write his/her name 1/2” away from paper edge 
with black Sharpie.
Variation Below:
First, paint sky with blue and greens. Lots of swirls in the sky!
Second, add snow with torn or cut paper on bottom.
Then, make snowman circles with oil pastels. Cut out the shape 
and glu down. Decorate snowman after it is glued down. Lastly, 
spray watered down white paint for snow.

Copied with permission from www.artproj-
ectsforkids.org, www.deepspacesparkle.
com and www.paintedpaperintheartroom.
blogspot.com




